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Lecture 9

Language and Regional Variation

1. Introduction: The Geography of Speech

Why do we sound like the people from our hometown? Language is not a uniform
block; it varies significantly depending on where speakers live. This lecture
explores  Dialectology = —the study of regional variation—and how

geography, history, and movement shape the way we speak.
2. Core Concepts
Dialect vs. Accent:
Accent: Refers exclusively to pronunciation. Everyone has an accent.

Dialect: Includes not only pronunciation, but also variations in

grammar and vocabulary.

The Dialect Boundary (Isoglosses): Linguists map dialects using Isoglosses—
lines on a map marking the geographical boundary where a specific linguistic
feature (like a word for "soda" vs. "pop') changes. When many isoglosses overlap,

we identify a dialect boundary

Regional Dialect: Avariety of language spoken in a specific geographic area

(e.g., Southern American English, Cockney).

Standard Language: An idealized variety of a language. Note: "Standard" is
often a social construct, not a "natural” one. It is usually based on the dialect of the




region that holds the most economic or political power (e.g., the dialect of London

or Paris).

Migration and Settlement: Dialects often reflect the-migration patterns of ancestors.
For example, specific words in American English regional dialects can be traced
back to the specific regions of England (or other countries) where the early settlers

originated.

Isolation: Geographical barriers (mountains, islands, rivers) allow dialects to
develop distinctive features because the speakers have limited contact with outside

linguistic influences.
Pidgins and Creoles:

Pidgin: A "contact language" that develops for trade or basic
communication between groups who do not share a common language. It has no

native speakers.

Creole:  When a pidgin becomes the primary, native language for the

next generation, it develops complex grammar and vocabulary, becoming a creole.
4. Key Discussion Points for Students

1. The "Prestige” Myth: Why do we often treat certain regional dialects as
"incorrect™ or "lazy" while viewing the "Standard" dialect as the only legitimate

form of language?




2. The Internet's Effect: Does the internet "erase" regional dialects by exposing
everyone to a global standard, or does it allow regional dialects to become more

visible?

3. National Identity: In many countries, the dialect you speak is a huge part of your
identity. Can a nation survive with multiple, very different dialects, or does it

eventually need a "Standard" for legal and educational purposes?
Lecture Supplement: Key Terms (Glossary)

Dialect: A variety of language defined by both grammar/vocabulary and

pronunciation.
Pidgin: A simplified contact language with no native speakers.

Creole: A language that started as a pidgin and has become the native language of

a new generation.




