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The History

History ( from Greek , ‘Totopia, historia, meaning
"inquiry, knowledge acquired by investigation") is the
study of the human past as it is described in written
documents. Events occurring before written record are
considered prehistory. It is an umbrella term that relates
to past events as well as the memory, discovery,
collection, organization, presentation, and interpretation
about these events . Scholars who write about history are

called historians.

History can also refer to the academic discipline
which uses a narrative to examine and analyze a
sequence of past events, and objectively determine the
patterns of cause and effect that determine them.
Historians sometimes debate the nature of history and its
usefulness by discussing the study of the discipline as an
end in itself and as a way of providing "perspective" on

the problems of the present.
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Introduction to History

"History 1s not merely a collection of past events or
a list of dates. It is the continuous, systematic study and
interpretation of human past actions, thoughts, and
civilizations. The word 'history' originates from the
Greek term historia, which means 'inquiry' or 'knowledge

acquired by investigation."! Through history, we
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understand how human societies evolved and how the

past shapes our present world."
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The Work of the Historian

"The he historian's primary work is to reconstruct
the past using various types of evidence. Historians rely
heavily on primary sources, which are first-hand
accounts created during the time under study. Examples
include official documents, diaries, letters, inscriptions,
and archaeological artifacts. They also use secondary
sources, such as textbooks and articles written by later
scholars. A crucial part of the historian's job is historical

criticism (both external and internal) to wverify the
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authenticity and objectivity of these sources, ensuring

that their interpretation is free from bias."
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Key Historical Terminology (dsai ) 4dy Ll cilathiaall)

4y 312, plhuaal) (English) 4l 2l (Arabic)

Systematic Study Aagla Al o
Interpretation gl / peadt
Inquiry Gy / sl
Investigation G AS [ Gl
Civilizations <l s
Primary Sources Ayl sl
Secondary Sources il jilas
Accounts SO/l gy
Inscriptions 4 51 allas / Ghgs
Artifacts claiaa / 4y il A
Historical Criticism (Al aadl)
Authenticity 4B ¢ ga / Alial
Objectivity i guaga
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